FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT
The Association of Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia (AASSA) &
The National Academy of Sciences of Sri Lanka (NASSL)

Consultative Workshop on
MANAGING URBANIZATION IN ASIA
25-26 June 2019
Sri Lanka
Background:
The current urbanization pattern is recognized as being unprecedented in human
history. The urban share of the global population could reach 60 per cent by 2030. A
significant growth is expected to come from the Lower and Middle Income Countries
(LMIC); thus urbanization and its consequences are most prominently manifest in the
LMICs. It is now recognised that unplanned urbanization is among the ten most serious
global concerns. Asia is among the most populous and where problems of urbanization
are most acute.
When and Where:
The 2-day workshop will be held on 25-26 June 2018 in Colombo, Sri Lanka.
Objectives and outcomes of workshop:
The workshop will attempt to examine the status of urbanization in Asian countries,
and, to prepare a resume of major problems and their policy implications. This is being
attempted so as to increase the possibilities of regional and/or sub-regional
collaboration to mitigate any adverse impacts of urbanization. For this purpose, authors
will be expected to give consideration in their papers to at least the following basic
questions as they particularly apply in their respective countries:
1) How does the urbanization process happen? Does it happen due mainly to an
urban ‘pull’ factor or a rural ‘push’ ?
2) Is urbanization directed to a particular city or to several urban areas?
3) Do some aspects of national policy wittingly or unwittingly encourage
urbanization?
4) Do you see urbanization in the form it takes as beneficial or detrimental? and,
5) What theories or strategies are commonly used to deal with urbanization? Are
these relevant or not in your view and if not, why?

The authors may focus their papers on any particular sub-theme of their choice that
relates to the process of urbanization as observable in their respective countries. The
will have the following sub-themes:
a) Current Status of Urbanization and industrialization – Issues and Opportunities;
b) The impact of urbanization on the rural sector; and,
c) Policies and Strategies for dealing with the adversities of urbanization.
Important Dates:
31 January 2019

1st Announcement

15 February 2019

2nd Announcement and call for Abstracts

15 March 2019

Closing date for receipt of abstracts and CV submission

31 March 2019

Notification of the acceptance of the abstracts

10 April 2019

3rd Announcement (with logistical details)

15 May 2019

Registration due date

31 May 2019

Submission of the final paper/presentation file

Financial Support:
AASSA will provide need-based partial international travel flight up to USD 600 (economy class
most direct route) to a limited number of participants whose abstracts have been accepted. In
addition, the local expenses (accommodation, meals) up to three nights will be also be covered
by the host country. The inquiries of travel grants and local expenses can be requested through
the endorsement from the Academies. We also welcome anyone who wish to participate in this
workshop on their own expenses/sponsorship.

Inquiries:




The National Academy of Sciences of Sri Lanka <nassl@sltnet.lk>
Dr Locana Gunaratna (Workshop Lead) < locanagunaratna@gmail.com>
Dr Ranjith Mahindapala (President, NASSL) <ranjith_mahindapala@hotmail.com>
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