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“The Regional Workshop on Impacts and Mitigation of Climate Change in Asia and Oceania”,
hosted by the Far Eastern Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, was held in Vladivostok,
Russia on July 30, 2012. It was sponsored by IAP (the global network of science academies),
AASSA (Association of Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia) and Far Eastern Branch of
Russian Academy of Sciences (FEB RAS). The aim of the workshop was to motivate stronger
cooperation in the region by sharing the ideas and experiences in climate change, specifically, in
Water Resources, Biodiversity and Ecosystem, World Ocean, and Sustainable Energy
Development. Experts from Republic of Korea, China, Vietnam, DPR Korea, Nepal and Russia
took part in the workshop.
During the workshop 22 papers have been presented in 4 different sessions devoted to specific
issues of climate change like Water Resources, Biodiversity and Ecosystems, World Ocean
(including Arctic Seas), and Sustainable Energy Development (including Multinational Energy
Grids). In these sessions the speakers drew attention to the issues of impacts of climate change
coupled with anthropogenic stress on environmental status, decreasing fish stocks and loss of
biodiversity in large trans-boundary rivers and in the Russian Far East Seas; vulnerability of rare
and endemic ecosystems and species, different economic sectors and natural components like
water resources, agriculture, forestry, coastal zones, human health and biodiversity, forest cover
and hydrological functions of forest ecosystems; sensitivity of agricultural and natural
productivity to climate warming; ecological response to climate change in coastal China and
Vietnam, GHG emissions and its reduction; international cooperation in advancing multinational
energy grid in Asia, and even ethical dimension of climate change. Some possible directions for
the international joint researches of natural ecosystems and their development scenarios under
the climate change in Asia and Oceania were given.
Having discussed the above mentioned topics, and
Recognizing that the science, technology and innovation will play its crucial role in developing
solutions for the climate change problems facing the Asia-Pacific region today and in the future,
The participants of the workshop have agreed on the following proposals on involvement of the
regional scientific community in this process:
1. Climate change should consider both global and regional challenges demanding the new
level of integrity of scientific community in the region. It means not only strengthening
international scientific cooperation, and regular exchanges, but also sharing common
research methodologies and approaches, aspiration for the research, transparency,
responsibility, accountability and openness. It also implies free equal access to data,
information, research materials, facilities and opportunities, technological and innovation
networks, and funding.
2. Development and implementation of realistic and practical solutions for climate change
impacts demands much higher level of confidence for agencies, industries, scientists and
even civilians. Trans-boundary nature of the related problems will call for necessity of
coordinated programs for natural resources management, biodiversity conservation,
agreed ecological restrictions to economic activities on adjacent territories, and so on.

3. There is no ‘loosing’ or ‘winning’ country in consequence of climate change. Every
country may face different problems, but its impacts on the existing natural environment,
ecosystems, achieved or planned levels of social and economic development, and ways
and tools to reduce the risks and constraints are mostly similar.
4. In spite of rash growth of science publications on climate change for the last decades,
there is still a vital necessity for integrated and trans-disciplinary research approach to
obtain high-resolution data, modeling scenarios, and prognoses as well as for applied
studies to reduce climate change impacts.
5. There are no easy or quick solutions to the climate change problems facing the region and
society. It calls for development of science and technology to enhance cooperation and
mutual understanding in Asia and the Pacific.

